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1f \ 0 .,/-> 11/. \ ! : lf. 0 * 0 Usher :i.n the Hellenic P:rese:rvation 
,, □ 00'1{ * ◊ cb 111 ( * " Society of Northeastern Ohio in grand style 
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o ;,r., * ◊ ~ * ..._ November 7, 1992 at Stouffer Tower City Plaza 
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"¥" " Hotel. Cocktails will be served at 6:30 p.m., * 'li!o o * @ * dinner at 7:30 p.m. and dancing from 9:00 -

':, o"~" ., midnight. Harry Hershey and his Orchestra and =----- Dimitri and the Aegeans will entertain. 

Tickets m:e limited and will not sold at the door. 
They mo.y be purchased in advanced for $60 per person, (cash 
bar) from the following HPS representatives: 

The Greek Orthodox Church of the Anmmciation, Mrs. 
Maro Mavraki, 443-1650 (h) or 566-9094 (w) "'Sts. Con
stantine and Helen Greek Orthodox Cathedral, Mrs. Eva 
Hionis, 461-0118 or Ms. Marguerite Stephanopoulos at 
295-0408 "St. Demtrtos', Mrs. Victoria Parras, 333-6328 or 

Mrs. Christine Janas, 333-4248 "' St. Paul's, Mrs. Ann Moore at 886-3208. 

The ball has been organized by the HPS Benefit Committee, Cleo Anton and 
Helen Collis, chairpersons. Black tie is optional. 

TWO NEW BOARD 
MEMBERS WELCOMED 

The HPS Advisory Council elected 
two new members to the HPS Board of 
Trustees. We welcome Mr. George 
Avdellas and Mrs. Pauline I..atkoviit. 
Mr. Avdellas is an adjunct professor at 
Cuyahoga Community College and is 
in business for himself. Mrs. Latkovic 
recently retired as the public relations 
director at Lorain Community College. 

Welcome New Mernbers 
Stathis and Kyriakoula Drakatos 
Anthony and Gail Karagiozis 
Nicholas and Mary Spanal<is 
Thomas Praskas 
Taula J, Dallas 
John and Harriette Kappas 
William J. Pappas 
Daniel and Elizabeth Delsander 
George and Catherine Janas 
Mick and Christine Foradis 
Mary A. Kostas 
Arthur P. and Kaye Lambros 
Dr. Leo and Mary Anastos 
John J. and Evanthia Pallam 
Byron and Elaine Spooner 

(Con't on page 4) 

IT'S TIME TO GET 
INVOLVED 

Our organization cannot exist 
with-out your personal involvement. 
Make a difference, have fun, become 
active and join one of the HPS commit
tees. 

We need you to get involved in at 
least one of the following committees: 
Education • Membership , Benefits • 
Development/Long Range Planning 
and Communicati.om. We have u,vo 
new committees forming, Archive and 
Collection, 

These committees are responsible 
for bringing in authors like Thordis 
Simonsen and children's educational 
programs like Columns and Capital at 
the Cleveland Museum of Art. 

Call Helen Collis at 247-5057 and 
let her know how you'd like to get 
involved. 
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NA\IE THE NEWSLETTER 

Start thinking about a name for our 
newsletter. Enter your suggestions! 
The winning entry will receive two 
tickets to a Cleveland Orchestra 
performance. Mail suggestions to: 
George Stamatis, 1507 Holmden 
Rd., South Euclid, OH 44121 

HPS Needs 
Your Support! 

The purpose of the Hellenic Pres
ervation Society' is to, preserve and 
perpetuate the Greek experience 
through Edu.cation, Collection and 
Preservation. Within the past year 
HPS has planned children's work
shops, exhibitions, speaker series, 
undertaken the restoration oficons 
from the Greek Ort.hodox Church of 
the Annunciation, and has inniti
ated the publication of a newsletter. 

In order to accomplish its goals, 
the society needs o. financial base. 
Your assistance is essential so that 
future generations of Greek-Ameri
cans will have an opportunity to 
learn of their magnificent heritage. 

The printed program for the No
vember 7, 1992 Inaugural Ball ·will 
feature a list of donors. If the Society 
receives your donation before Octo~ 
ber 31, your gift will be acknowl
edged in the program. 

HPS contribution categories are: 

Grand. Benefactor 
$5,000 + 

Great Benefactor 
$2,500 · $5,000 

Benefactor 
$1,000 + 
Patron 
$500+ 

Sponsor 
$250+ 

Contributor 
up to $249 

rft?7 Please fill out the category form 
on the back of this Newsletter. Be
come a member and support the 
future. 



ICON RESTORATI N- and 1991. In June of 1992, HPS 
reached an official agreement with the 
Anmmdation Church to receive the 
icons on permanent loan. The church 
retains the title to the icons and, 
should HPS ever dissolve, the icons 
wouldretum to the custody of the 
church. The agreement was passed 
unanimously by the Annunciation's 
parish council and promptly con
firmed by the general assembly. 

R PS PROJECT byKathy/Apotsos _ 

he Hellenic Preservation 
Society of Northeast Ohio's 
(HPS) first major project, the 

restoration of 30 Byzantine-style icons, 
is in the preliminary stages of analysis 
by conservators. The icons stood as 
part of the iconostasis of Cleveland's 
Greek Orthodox Church of the Annun
ciation from 1929 until 1968. At that 
time, Archbishop Ia.kovos initiated a 
policy affecting all churches :in the 
North and South American dioceses 
concerning the height of their kon
ostases. 

Many churches had built their 
iconostasis to the ceiling, blocking the 
view of the Platytera (Theotokos). The 
Archbishop wanted all inconostasis 
to stand low enough for a full view 
of the Platytera. In the Annuncia
tion's case, 36 icons were taken 
down to conform to the new policy. 
(fhirty icons are now in HPS' s care 
and six are unaccounted foro) 

Unfortunately, there was no 
policy designating safe storage 
techniques for the icons. The 
church simply kept the icons in 
available rooms, unaware that the 
icons' delicate nature required 
special deaning and storage con
ditions. Over time, wax and soot 
had built up, decaying the precious 
materials that were used to make 
them. Cuts and tears to the canvas 
went unchecked, accelerating their 
shrinkage of the drying canvases. The 
changing temperatures of the storage 
rooms made the icons' paint brittle 
and they began to chip. At present the 
icons are badly deteriorated. 

Concerned members of the church 
brought the need to restore the icons to 
the attention of those individuals who 
would eventually develop HPS. The 
group had come together as the steer
ing committee for the 1989 icon ex
hibits, Holy Image, Holy Space, presented 
in conjunction with the Cleveland 
Museum of Art. 

During their final committee 
meeting, the group planned to con
clude their work for the exhibition and 
celebrate the project's overwhelming 
success. But, a great momentum had 
built up during the months of plan
ning the exhibition and this pushed 
the meeting beyond the completion of 

this single project and into the devel
opment of a society that could take on 
any number of worthy projects. 

They eventually formed The 
Hellenic PreseIVation Society of 
Northeastern Ohio and drafted the by
laws and applications necessary to 
become a fully tax exempt, non-profit 
organization. In o. letter dated May 22, 
1992, the IRS notified HPS of its accep
tance and now, any donation to HPS is 
fully tax-deductible. However impor
tant the philosophical o.nd legal mat
ters were to the official formation of 
the Society, the true driving force, the 
spirit, of the new Society was its 
commitment to its first major project-

icon restoration. 
HPS decided on the restora

tion project from among several 
possibilities, citing its valuable 
representation of the HPS 
mission, to preserve and perpetu
ate the Greek experience through 
Education, Collection and Preserva
tion. What could be more 
important than to preseIVe for 

By definition, conservation 
1001,:.s to u,e future. It merges 

art history scholarship with the 
latest restoration techniques 
from museum laboratories 

around the world. 

The committee then gathered the 
icons from the various rooms where 

they had been left in the church and 
entrusted them to the conservators. 
The ctimm:ittee chose Norbert and 
Susan Jaworowski of Avon Lake. 
They b~sed their decision on the 
Jaworowski's excellent record of 
proven conservation expertise. By 
definition, conservation looks to the 
future. It merges art history scholar
ship with the latest restoration tech
niques from museum laboratories 
mound the world. But most 
tantly, it requires that everything 

the future the icons that graced Conservator 
Susan Jaworowski forty years of ceremonies in 

Cleveland's first Greek Orthodox 
church? The artist was Father John 
Zographos, a trained iconographer, 
who donated his time and setvices and 
painted the icons on behalf of the 
community. He was priest of the An
nunciation from 1921 to 1929. 

As a mark of HPS's great commit
ment to the icon restoration project, 
everyone on the board of trustees 
became o. member of the icon restora
tion committee. Toe work on the 

has continued throughout 1990 

Lil ettttfJ: 

done to the icons be reversible so that 
future conservators can take advan
tage of improvements in restoration 
technology and rework the icons. 

For now, the conservators are 
painstakingly testing various deanl.ng 
materials to ensure that they do not 
chemically react v.ith the icons. They 
have already discovered that at least 
one icon was once deaned, perhaps 
:some 30 years ago, with a strong det2r
qent. Because the detergent was not 

on Page 3) 



Author Speaks of Greek Experiences 
lmost 100 HPS members and their 
guests enjoyed author Thordis 
Simonsen's tremendously moving 

slide presentation and readings from her book 
Dancing Girl. 

Simonsen, an expert photographer and 
storyteller, projected more than mere two
dimensional images of her experiences in the 
Greek village of 'Elika. She projected true love for 
the place and its people. As she read from her 
book and described the subjects of her slides, the 
connection between her and her audience 
deepened. The deepest moment occurred during 
her reading of the story, 'Eleni. Thordis openly 
expressed her belief that she had met God in 
the personage of this humble shepherdess. 

After the presentation, Thordis signed two 
full boxes of her books for the stream of well
wishers who gladly paid $12 for this publica
tion. If you wish to own a copy of Dancing Girl 
you can purchase the book at Bookseller's, Pavillion Shopping Mall, in Beachwood 
(they have 100 signed copies), or call The Fundamental Note, Denver, CO at 
1-303-832-472,_:9:.._. ____ _J ____ L ____ _ 

The Column and Capital Program, 
based on the Cleveland Museum of Art's, 
"The Order of Things, A History of the 
Column," was presented by HPS's 
Andrea Harchair at the Cleveland 
Museum of Art. 

These photos illustrate the creative 
workshop and gallery talk that the 
youngsters had fun attending. 

The Column and 
Capital Program 

This was an excellent example of the edu
cation programs that HPS wishes to 
provide for our members. The children 
learned about columns and the major role 
they have had through history in the dvic, 
religious, public and residential architec
ture of Western Civilization. 

r 

(Icon Restoration-can't) 

fully washed off, it chemically reacted 
with the materials of the icon and 
greatly accelerated its deterioration. 
Once HPS raises all the necessary 
funds, the conservators will begin the 
restoration process. 

In the future, the conservators plan 
to present at least one educational 
progress report at an Advisory Council 
meeting. They will bring in several 
icons and demonstrate to the assembly 
their highly professional restoration 
techniques. All HPS members and 
other interested persons are invited. 
These will undoubtedly be informative 
and fascinating reports. (Notices will 
be sent in advance about this program 
when details are available.) 

HPS is currently raising awareness 
of the project through a modular 
display. The display features several 
icons already in the preliminary stages 
of cleaning. HPS has presented the 
modular display at each of the four 
church festivals during the 1992 
season. 

Dedicated HPS members set up 
booths next to the display and distrib
uted flyers regarding membership 
information and efforts for restoring 
the icons. The high quality of the 
display spoke volumes to the commu
nity at large, of the Society's impres
sive dedication to the project. 

Once restored, the icons will need a 
proper home. They could become part 
of a traveling exhibit, or entered into a 
specially reserved archive at one of the 
Cleveland churches. Quite possibly, 
they could be installed in an HPS 
museum, built especially for the 
presentation of the icons and other 
important heirlooms. HPS will un
doubtedly make the decision of how to 
present the icons in the same dedicated 
and thoughtful manner it has thus far 
used to make all of its major decisions. 



( New Members -from Page 1) 
,.,.,.,.,., Dr. Manuel and Ruth Saridakis 

Peter and Katherine Cashy 
...... Dr. Nicholas and Thean Pelecanos 

Annoula and Ron Heffern 
Anna Marie Lebas 
Nick and Joy Kutrubs 
Peter and Theordora Alex 
Bill and Irene Pontikos 
Louis and Stella Thomas 
Thomas and Jane Rodis 
Thomas Fourmas 
Michael Augustidis 
George and Mary Georgeson 
Robert and Teryy Moliatu 

~-·.:_,_:_._:_·_:._:. if tr7/~~~;pie Papouras 
Dr. Anontios and Jeanne Paras 

; ii~:~~f=.~~ 
HPS News Staff 

THE HELLENIC PRESERVATION SOCIETY 
News is published by the Hellenic Preservation 
Society. Send your news and information to the 
editor, 1507 Holmden Rd., South Euclid, OH 
44121. All information must be typed and double
spaced to be considered for publication. 
Editor: George Stamatis 
Contributing Writers: Kathy J. Apotsos, 
Themistocles Rodis, Ph.D. 
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0-,- MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

I Yes, I want become a member of THE HELLENIC PRESERVATION SOCIETY of 1
1 Northeastern Ohio. My check in the amount of$ ____ is enclosed. 

I . 0 $25.00 - Charter Member I 
I Name ------------------ /1:JJ I 
I Address--------------------- I 
I City --------- State - Zip - I 
I Phone ( )------- Church Affiliation -------- I 
I Please make checks payable to THE HELLENIC PRESERVATION SOCIETY of I 
I Northeastern Ohio. Mail to:Mrs. Charlotte LaJoe, 25026 Mill River Rd., I 

Olmsted Falls, OH 44138 

L- - - ..... _..,_ . .1,11!1!111.-.ll!IIII - - - - - - - - - - ------- - - - .J ~-- - .. :.iiiii·•·._·~=g';.; c::n-;.;u-;: ;o;-m •···•···•···-- - - - , 
1
1 Yes, I want to contribute to THE HELLENIC PRESERVATION SOCIETY of North- 1

1 eastern Ohio. My check in the amount of$ ____ is enclosed. 

I Name ------------------ /1:JJ I 
I Address----------------------- I 
I City -------- State- Zip - I 
I Phone ( ) _______ Church Affiliation-------- I 
I □ $5,000+ Grand Benefactor □.Sl,000 -$2,499+ Benefactor □ $250-$499 Sponsor I 
I □ S2,500-S4,999+ Great Benefactor □ $500-$999 Patron □ to $249 Contributor I 
I Please make checks payable to THE Ht.LLENIC PRESERVATION SOCIETY of I 
I Northeastern Ohio. Mail to: Maribeth Lekas, M&:M Administrators, Inc., I 
L6701 Rockside Rd., Suite #303, Independence, Ohio 44131 .J 
----:::3:E:r----------::::::;:::;----
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