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Top Vocal Group Will Highlight 
Fall Ball In The Flats 

Rich Sulze'i and the Spice of Life 

The unique atmosphere of Windows On 
The River will be the setting for the Third 
Annual Heritage Ball on Friday, October 
14. The evening will start with cocktails in 
the Powerhouse Art Gallery at 6:30 p.m. 
and move into Windows for dinner. 

Following dinner, the Spice of Life will 
entertain with the hottest material from 
the 40's, S0's, 60's through the 90's that 
encompasses not only dance and pop 

. music, but jazz, Broadway and even some 
\_J alternative tunes. This premier vocal and 

instrumental group has thrilled audiences 
of all age all over the continent from Las 
Vegas to New York and Toronto to Key 
West. 

Cleveland's versatile Greek American or
chestra, Pete Pyros and the Ambassadors 
will play music for dancing and listening 
pleasure in a new softer style. 

Invitations will be in the mail soon, so save 
October 14 for TGIF in the Flats with the 
Greek community. 

Tickets are $65 per person. Advance reser
vations are suggested because of limited 
seating. For information, phone Ball Chair
person Christine Janas at 333-4248 or Res
ervation Chairperson Ann Moore at 886-
1820. hps 

-Pauline C. Latkovic 
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Welcome 
New Members 
Tom & Anne Chevako 
Theodora Economou & Charles Glasrud 
Helen Gouskos 
Nick & Florence Karos 
John & Ann Javoris 
Roula Kontos 
Sotirios Markuly 
Athanasios Mitsionis 
June Nipros 
Sub Deacon William B. Pappas 
John & Betty Parks 
George & Anna Regas 
Ted & Theodora Stone 
Dr. George Vasilakis 

Learn How To Preserve 
Our Greek Heritage at 
September Meeting 
The Education Committee has selected a timely 
topic, Perpetuating Our Greek Heritage, for 
the Thursday, September 8 General Meeting 
of HPS members at St. Paul Greek Orthodox 
Church starting at 7 p.m. 

This subject, a continuous concern among 
Greek American scholars, will be presented 
by Argie Spithas and Tula Spirtos, co-super
intendents of the Akron Annunciation Greek 
School. They will indude slides and other 
visuals to enhance their presentations. 

Akronite Argie Spithas, a teacher in the Spe
cial Education Department of the Akron Pub
lic Schools, is a graduate of Akron University 
and holds a master degree from Kent State 
University. She has been a Greek school teacher 
for nine years and has taught all levels of 
conversational Greek. 

Tula Spirtos is a graduate of UCLA, and taught 
school prior to her current position as co
superintendent. She enjoys the challenge of 
trying out new methods of instruction. Spirtos 
appreciatesGreekculturethoughherextended 
family and her visits to Greece. 

Don't miss this program which enforces the 
mission of HPS in helping us learn how to 
continue in our efforts to preserve and per
petuate our uniquely rich cultural heritage. 
Bring a friend(s). Refreshments will be served 
at 7 p.m. 

St. Paul Greek Orthodox Church is located 
at 4548 Wallings Rd., North Royalton, OH. 

lzps 

-Pauline C. Lalkouic 
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Cleveland's Sacrifice for World War II 
Fifty years ago our nation was engaged in 
World War II with many Greek Ameri
cans from Cleveland serving in the 
United States' Armed Forces. These 
young men served in all the branches of 
service and theaters of war and unfortu
nately also gave their lives. 

After the war, to honor the known dead, 
the Cretan ladies Society of Cleveland 
recognized the loss to the community 
and erected a monument of the north
west comer of the Annunciation Greek 
Orthodox Church. The monument lists 
all the men lost, butmanyGreekAmeri
cans in Greater Cleveland today may 
notknowthisorhavesimplyoverlooked 
it. The monument reads: "Dedicated to 
the men who gave their lives for our country 
in World War II." 

All of these men are etched in our nation's 
history, such as Costas P. Kriaris who 
served with the U.S. Army in Europe 
and was killed by a German shell; Mike 
Skordelis was in the Navy and gave his 
life in the Pacific in the Battle of 
Guadalcanal; and Sam Misserlis, a bud
ding poet, who served with the 77th 
Army infantry division and was killed 
in the Philippines in 1944. 

Other Greek Americans from Cleveland 
who gave their lives and are listed on the 
monument are: George Canaris, Peter 
Kantralis, Stevl;! Stamatis, Peter 
Mavrikis, George N. Morris, Evan Alex, 
Ramon L. Spooner, George Johnson, 
James E. Johnson, Charles Swingos, 
and James Psaltakis. Another Greek 
American the monument fails to recog
nize is John V. Gregory who served 
with the 83rd Army infantry division 
and was killed in 1945 at the Battle of the 
Bulge. 

These Greek Americans unselfishly gave 
their lives to defend our nation and help 
preserve the Greek and American ideal 

of democracy. Like the stone monu
ment in the front of the Annunciation 
Greek Orthodox Church, we must never 
forget the memory of the Greek Ameri
cans and their sacrifices. hps 

-Tom Fourmas 

HPS would appreciate any information on 
Greek American veterans who served and gave 
their lives for our nation, in any conflict. 
Please contact Tom Fourmas at (216) 886-
1820 if you can help. 

Monastery Outing Set for September 
HPS' s Youth Program Committee is offer
ing a great opportunity for you and your 
family to experience, firsthand, what mo
nastic life is about at the Greek Orthodox 
Monastery of St. Gregory Palamas in 
Hayesville on Saturday, September 10. At 
the monastery, you will see some of the 
monastic skills and arts demonstrated
from candlemaking to icon painting-and 
also visit the chapel. Pack a cooler for the 

a 

fellowship picnic following the instruc
tional visit. 

The meeting time at the monastery is 11 :00 
a.m. It is approximately an hour-and-a-
half drive time from Cleveland. In the 
flyer sent to HPS members, a detailed map 
with directions is included along with a 
more comprehensive description of the '1/J 
monastery. Carpooling may be available. 

continued on page 7 



Boukis Cites HPS Accomplishments Life Histories Defy 
Generalizations of 
Greek Immigrants 

This past year the HPS has been fortunate to 
have had Christ Boukis serve as president. 
During his tenure, which ended on May 31, 
1994, Boukis helped the HPS grow in a num
ber of dramatic ways. The treasury grew to 
$22,420.08 and membership increased to 440. 
Also a spirit of accomplishment has perme
ated the young and growing organization. 

Reflecting upon the past year, Boukis took 
great pride in the progress of the restoration 
of the icons of the Annunciation Greek Or
thodox Church. Being that this was the first 
major project undertaken by the HPS, the 
accomplishment and recognition was phe
nomenal. The Channel 5 Morning Exchange 
segment on the icon restorers and the Plain 
Dealer front page interview with Andrew 
Chakalis on the restoration was extremely 
helpful in sending out the mission of the 
HPS. 

In the educational realm, the HPS continued 
to lead the way in preserving Hellenic cul
ture by sponsoring a number of interesting 
speakers: this past Fall-Peter Georges, choir 
director from Mentor, Ohio; in February
Professor Timothy E. Gregory of OSU; in 
March-Professor Speros Vryonis Jr.; and this 
past spring-Evangeline V. Newton of Kent 
State University. Also in April our youth 
program continued with great success fea
turing a children's puppet show with the 
theme: The Fables of Aesop. 

This past year the Board of Trustees under 
Boukis' leadership travelled to Chicago, at 
their own expense, to visit the Hellenic Mu
seum and Cultural Center of Chicago. This 
trip was needed to see what other groups, 
similar to the HPS, have done with their 
resources. The Board also took a bold step 
and agreed to restore the Greek Cultural 
Gardens in Rockefeller Park. In cooperation 
with many of its members and the city of 

The Spring General Members meeting held 
on Thursday, May 19, 1994 at St. Demetrios 
Cultural Center featured guest speaker Dr. 
Evangeline Newton. Some 60 HPS members 
and friends enjoyed her presentation that 
evening covering her study of "The Greeks 
in America," which was made possible by a 
grant from the Helen Z. Papanikolas Chari
table Trust. She is working together with her 

·.> brother, Elias P. Vlanton to locate all existing 
life history interviews written from 1936 to 
1942 under the Federal Writers' Project of 
the Works Progress Administration (WP A). 

Christ Boukis 

Cleveland, the HPS has already seen dra
matic progress in this endeavor. 

When asked as what he saw for the future of 
the HPS, Boukis felt that the ultimate goal "is 
to construct a museum and cultural center." 
He also felt it important that the new Presi
dent Pauline Latkovic "continue to accept all 
ideas offered and strive to increase member
ship from more Hellenes and philhellenes." 
With the leadership of Mr. Christ Boukis, the 
HPS has built a foundation for its goals while 
continuing to perpetuate the Hellenic expe
rience. The organization will always be grate
ful for his time and is glad to see him con
tinue as a Trustee member Ex-Officio. hps 

-Tom Fourmas 

Dr. Newton, Assistant Professor of Educa
tion at John Carroll University, read from 
several interviews she and her colleague had 
already discovered. The interviews give a 
different view of the early Greek immigrants 
than the traditional view of a village farmer, 
single or married, who come to America, 
open a restaurant, work day and night, and 
reach his American dream within a genera
tion. 

The original immigrants weren't all village 
farmers. Many came from diverse cities of 
Greece where they had already learned how 
to live within multicultural communities. 
Many also had worked as sailors where their 
travels made them particularly adept at 
polytropeia, meaning the art of "many turns" 
of manner that are required to assimilate 
into a culture as richly varied as America's. 

Surprisingly, many of them did not open 
restaurants. They worked in poolrooms, ra
dio factories, steel mills, confectioneries, lum
ber yards, coal mines, or saloons; anywhere 
the could, in fact. No work was below them. 
They had to start ~omewhere. 

Members Needed to Assist In Various Committees 
Some 200 manuscripts (approximately 2,000 
pages) that survive from the project relate to 
Greek immigrants and describe individual 
experiences that defy generalizations. Over 
6,000 writers, including some who would 
later become well-known authors, such as 
John Steinbeck, interviewed white and black, 
urban and rural, native and immigrant 
Americans in order to gather information 
about racial and ethnic groups in America. 
Their work is invaluable in giving us a far 
more accurate view of the original immi
grants than would have remained had only 
a handful of often ethnically biased Anglo
American historians been the only ones to 
describe the immigrants to future genera
tions. 

HPS needs its members to offer their skills, 
expertise and ideas so it can continue to 
grow. Without the personal involvement of 
you, the membership, our organization can
not exist. Please, review the list of commit
tees below and phone the chairperson for 
any additional information about the com
mittee you're interested in-and sign up. 

Archives/ Andrew Chakalis: 431-0470 
Collect, record and preserve documents that 
relate to Greek communities; 

Auditing/Emily Miklis: 449-6689 
Audit the books annually; 

Awards/Manuel Glynias: 835-1566 
Recommend persons worthy of recognition; 

Benefits/Pauline Latkovic: 331-0711 
Conduct all social events; 

Budget/Maria Cashy: 932-0299 
Prepare an annual budget; 

Bylaws Review /Christ Boukis: 526-7905 
Draft resolutions proposed by an individual 
trustee or the board for discussion and 
amendment; 

Collections/ Andrew Chakalis: 431-0470 
Collect and purchase works of fine arts and 
preserve same objects; 

Communications/Themis Rodis: 521-3718 
Prepare and disseminate all communications; 

continued on page 7 
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HPS and YAL Celebrate 
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Summer with Taverna Nite 

a 



Philhellenes of the Nineteenth Century 
Risked Their Lives For Greece 
(continued from last issue) 

American support of the Greek struggle 
for liberation from the Ottoman Turks 
was not limited only to government offi
cials and members of the Senate and Con
gress - important as they were. A number 
of state legislatures such as Maryland, 
Kentucky and South Carolina, as well as 
many city governments, including Bos
ton, New York, Poughkeepsie and Phila
delphia took interest. These cities and oth
ers established "Greek committees" which 
solicited relief funds to which many gen
erous contributions were made. 

Many private individuals and institutions 
also became involved in fundraising and 
in petitioning Congress and their state 
legislatures. Among the first Americans to 
express and demonstrate his support for 
the Greek cause was Dr. Edward Everett. 

Dr. Everett was professor of Greek litera
ture at Harvard University. He not only 
wrote many articles in the North American 
Review about the Greek struggle but he 
published many letters of appeal from 
leaders of the Greek Revolution and urged 
their support. He was among the first to 
organize a Greek committee and person
ally led many successful fundraising ef-

forts in many cities for food, clothing and 
medicine for the beleaguered Greeks. He 
also translated and published the revolu
tionary Provincial Constitution of Epidaurus 
and the desperate Appeal by the Messinian 
Senate to the American People. 

As a result, in 1827, six American ships 
were recorded as having raised $60,000 
worth of supplies for the Greeks. Among 
those who escorted those ships can be 
found other friends of the Greeks, namely 
Jonathan P. Miller, John R. Stuyvesant, 
Henry A.V. Post (who later wrote a book 
about his experiences), J. R. Lieb and John 
B. Russ. Nicholas Biddle, director of the 
U.S. National Bank, made many personal 
contributions as well. A fundraising dance, 
held in New York City in 1824, attracted 
over 2000 people and netted $10,000. In 
Carlyle, Pennsylvania and in Albany, New 
York,youngpeople'sgroupsraisedfunds, 
as did college students from Columbia 
University,AndoverCollegeand Yale Uni
versity. 

Furthermore, a number of newspapers and 
journals ran stories and articles calling for 
support of the Greek Revolution. Among 
them were The North American Review, The 

Books that Explore the History, Society, 
and the Culture of the Greek World 

Children's Books 

Adventures of Spero, 
Jan Sarlas (Forages 6-10) 

Alexander: World Leader, 
D. Weyman (For ages 12-adult) 

Dan Georgakas, Greek America at Work 
(New Smyrna Press, 1990) 

W.A. Heurtley, et al, 
A Short History of Greece. 
(Cambridge U. Press, 1965) 

Memoirs of Theodoros Kolokotronis: 
Greek War of Liberation (1821-1833) 

Michael Macrone, It's Greek to Me 

Charles C. Moskos, Greek Americans: 
Struggle and Success._ 
(New Brunswick; N.J., 1990) 

Ancient Greece: See Through History 
(For ages 5-12) 

The Odyssey, illustrated by H. Payne. 
(For ages 5-12) 

David M. Robinson, 
America in Greece (New York, 1948) 

Theodore Saloutos, 
Greeks in the United States (1965) 

Lefton Stavrianos, 
The Balkans Since 1453 (New York, 1959) 

Most of the above books can be obtained 
from the Greek Heritage Society of 
Southern California, Loyola Marymount 
University, Box 315, 7101 W. 80th St., 
Los Angeles, CA 90045. hps 

-Dr. Themistocles Rodis 

a 

Niles Weekly Register, The New York Com
mercial Advertiser, The Boston Daily Adver
tisement and The National Gazette. 

But throughout, there were always those -
American philhellenes who went far be- tia, 
yond personal and monetary contribu
tions by not only bringing Greek orphans 
to America but often adopting them as 
well. Some of those orphans honored their 
benefactors by accepting their names as 
their own. Many of these orphans later 
made important contributions to their 
adopted land. Two outstanding 
philhellenes at this time were Samuel 
Gridley Howe. of Boston and Colonel 
Jonathan P. Miller of Vermont. Both of 
them fought and worked in Greece during 
the revolution and often returned to the 
U.S. to solicit funds and assistance. They 
also became active in arranging for the 
adoption of many Greek orphans by 
Americans. Colonel Miller himself wound 
up adopting one of those orphans who 
later left his mark on his adopted land. 

To be continued hps 
-Dr. Themistocles Rodis 

Correction: 
In the photo of the Ahepan Baseball Cham
pions, in our last issue, Plato Nicoletos was~ 
incorrectly identified as Nicolaidis. We 
apologize. 
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Monastery- continued 
The fee is $5 per person and $15 per family. 
For further information, phone Jean 

.. Wendland at 237-3546 or Helen Collis at 
¼ .. """''247-5057. hps 

-Pauline C. Latkovic 

St. Gregory Palamas Monastery 

Membership Update 
Many boast of Greece as the "Cradle of De
mocracy" and some about the "Glory That 
Was Greece". And that's history. But what's 
been done lately? 

Well, HPS for one is doing a lot. One might be 
tempted to say that Greece, in a sense, is rising 
again not only in northeastern Ohio, but all 
over the country. HPS, in fact, has just added 
Minnesota to its ever growing list of states 
with HPS members. 

Welcome Theodora Economou and Charles 
Glasrucl! But we are also as proud of our 
regular members to whom we recently mailed 
some 200 renewal letters. The immediate re
turns are gratifying but we've got to keep 
them coming! 

HPS is also busy restoring the Greek cultural 
Gardens, in Cleveland's Rockefeller Park, 
which has been in long neglect. Andy Chakalis 
and his assistants heartily invite everyone to 
come out for fellowship - and incidentally to 
dig, plant or rake. If you can't make it there, 
HPS will appreciate your membership re
newal. Total membership at this time stands 
at 431! 

For membership information, call Charlotte 
LaJoe at 285-1610. hps 

-Charlotte LaJoe 

Histories - continued 
Dr. Newton expressed a need to track down 
other written interviews of Greek Americans, 
especially in Cuyahoga county. Many mem
bers in attendance, during the question and 
answer period, offered assistance and sugges
tions on how to locate other documents. Some 
even recalled that their own relatives had 
been iriten:iewed by the project writers. They 
were inspired by the interviews themselves 
that were like voices of people many of us 
know. 

As one Greek immigrant, Joseph Davis attests 
in his ii,terview, not all Greeks were success
ful Lri America. In their need, they usually 
turned to the "country of no visible shores or 
boundaries known as Greek America," and 
there they were taken in as family: 

"I was hungry last year. Went to government 
to get food. Ask me if I am a citizen. I say no. 
Can't get it now ... I go to Greek restaurants 
say I'm hungry. They say, "Help yourself." 
Can't get away from nationality. It's in the 
blood. Adopt customs; live in America, but 
nationality like a mother. I don't want to go 
back to Tripolis. All my friends here. Spent 
best years of my life here. hi Tripolis a stranger 
in my own home. Die here. Greeks tell other 
Greek a Greek died. They bury me." 

hps 

-Kathy Apotsos 

HPS Calendar 
Sept. 8 General Meeting and Program 

St. Paul Church 

Sept. 10 Family Field Trip to 
St. Gregory Palamas Monastery 
Youth Program 

Oct. 6-9 St. Paul Festival 

Oct. 14 Heritage Ball 

Nov. 17 General Meeting and Program 
St. Constantine & Helen 

Nov. 19 Talent Show 

Con1miU:ees - continued 
Development/need chairperson; 

Education/ Ann Moore: 886-3208 
Educate the communiry concerning the mis
sion of HPS; 

Finance/John Pallam: 526-7387 
Review funds and finances and recommend 
to board areas in which funds may be in
vested; 

Greek Cultural Garden/ Andrew Chakalis: 
431-0470 
Manage the garden on behalf of HPS; 

Long Range Planning/Christ Boukis: 526-
7905 
Present plans and projections for future goals; 

Membership/Charlotte LaJoe: 235-1610 
Conduct membership drives and maintain 
membership records; 

Organizations and Institution Liaison/ 
Christ Boukis: 526-7905 
Represents HPS in interactions with other 
organizations and institutions: 

Program/Tom Fourmas: 886-1820 
Coordinate and approve an annual calendar 
of events; 

Youth Program/Helen Collis: 247-5057 
Organize and conduct youth programs. 

Most committees meet bimonthly or four 
times a year. hps 

suvouATTI-IE 
fAlt BAU 

JNTHE HATS! 

-Pauline C. Latkovic 
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Hellenic Preservation Society-Membership Form 

D Yes, I want to become a member. D Yes, I want to renew my membership. 
My check in the amount of$ _______________ is enclosed. 

Name ________________________ __;_ __ 

Address _________________________ _ 

City ______________ State ___ Zip ______ _ 

Phone ( Church Affiliation _________ _ 

ANNUAL DUES: 

w 
I 
I 

0 Couples $35 0 Singles $25 0 Students $15 0 Organizations $35-$1000 

Please make checks payable to The Hellenic Preservation Society of Northeastern Ohio. 
Mail to: Mrs. Charlotte LaJoe, 25026 Mill River Rd., Olmsted Falls, OH 44138 

_____ , --------------------~ 
a 


